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Important Dates

• October 2002: MKD starts in VERITAS 
• April 2003: Installation of VERITAS prototype (V0) @ the FLWO Basecamp 
• February 2004: First light of VERITAS prototype 
• January 2005: VERITAS T1 (V1) 
• 2006: VERITAS T2 (T1&T2 = V2) 
• still 2006: VERITAS T3 (T1&T2&T3 = V3) 
• January 2007: Completion of 4 telescope array at FLWO (V4) 
• April 27-28 2007: First Light Fiesta 🌮 🍻 🍷 🌶 📡  
• July 2007: VERITAS staying at FLWO — full steam ahead! 
• Summer 2009 (V5): moved T1 to new location for improved sensitivity (~15%) 
• Summer 2012 (V6): upgrade of camera PMTs to high-QE & L2 trigger upgrade
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Chicago Circa 2002/3
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Perkins
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FLWO  
circa 2003
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FLWO circa 2003
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November 2003: the first prototype observing log
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A little later in Nov. 2003: the first prototype observing e-log
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Observation of TeV Gamma Rays from the Crab Nebula using the Atmospheric 
Cerenkov Imaging Technique 

The existence of a steady source of TeV gamma rays has important consequences for the 
development of the field. For years significant improvements have been hampered by the 

absence of a standard candle which would act as a means to calibrate and test new 
techniques. Although weak, the Crab Nebula appears to have the stability necessary for 

this role. It will be of interest therefore to compare the results from other experiments when 
they devote time to the study of the steady emission from this source. 

Weekes et al. ApJ 342, 379 (1989).   

Crab significance vs time 
animation by Scott Wakely 

(2007).
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~0.7 𝜸/min
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January 2005: first light for a full camera
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T1
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And it went rather well with the Thanksgiving Turducken



By the end of year we’re in pseudo stereo
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Offline Analysis  
Software: 

A Tale of Two Johns

but let us not forget ChiLA, GrISU(tah), HTools, QL, 
Violator, WUParam et al…

A stereo system 
needs a new kind of 

analysis :-)



Eventdisplay
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VEGAS structure

Management

Stage1: 
Calibration 

Calc.

Stage2: 
Calibration 

App.

Stage3: 
Image 
Param.

Stage4: 
Stereo 
Rec.

Stage5: 
Cuts

Stage6: 
Analysis

Documentation:

Common:
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Utah army

52.7 miles

90 miles of cable were pulled
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Leeds 2006: 
Discussing how to fit the Key Science Programme into 500h

12,220h of data later (585h of which are Crab)
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What is in a name?
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Where sophisticated 
Monte Carlo simulates In reality…

Some might say
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vegas (n): fertile plains
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2008
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3 extragalactic 
sources in the 

same fov! 

What next?

2011
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The Terabird
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Wear a hat

FLWO Basecamp visit
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Remember it is a wilderness 
area
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The thing on the ridge came back tonight, 
it seems to be watching us.
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A Studentis Hard@workus
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The Lesser Spotted Operations Manager
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The Lesser Spotted Operations Manager
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Professorae Confusedalot
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Professorae Confusedalot
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VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Winter 2003



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Chicago Summer 2003



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Winter 2005 - Rio Rico



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings
Montreal Summer 2005



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Leeds Summer 2006
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Dublin Summer 2008



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Cork Summer 2010



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Tucson Winter 2011
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VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Tucson Winter 2012



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Santa Cruz Winter 2013



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

DESY Summer 2013



VERITAS Collaboration Meetings

Tucson Winter 2015
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Galway Summer 2015
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Tucson Winter 2017


